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The South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense is proud to announce the "2013 Appellate Practice Project."  The Commission is participating in this program, in cooperation with the South Carolina Bar Association, and with the approval of the Attorney General of South Carolina, the Chief Judge of the South Carolina Court of Appeals, and the Chief Justice of South Carolina, to meet two primary goals:

1. The project will assist the Commission's Appellate Division to control, and hopefully reduce, its enormous caseload (consistently over 1500 active cases), which the Appellate Division currently handles with only ten attorneys 
2. The project gives South Carolina practicing attorneys an unprecedented opportunity to gain appellate experience in actual cases argued before the South Carolina Court of Appeals 

Participants in this program will:

· Be appointed to represent one indigent criminal defendant on direct appeal to the South Carolina Court of Appeals
· Participate in a CLE on appellate practice, at a substantially reduced cost, taught by the preeminent leaders of the appellate Bar in South Carolina and sponsored by the South Carolina Bar Association (October 24, 2013)
· Receive 6 hours of MCLE credit
· Prepare the Appellant's brief and Reply brief for filing with the Court of Appeals
· Orally argue the case before a panel of the Court of Appeals
· Receive credit for the appointment under Rule 608, SCACR

Cases will be assigned before October 1, 2013.  The actual costs of producing the briefs and the Record on Appeal will be arranged by the Commission on Indigent Defense.  However, no attorney's fees will be paid, and attorneys will not be reimbursed for travel.

This is an excellent opportunity for some of the brightest lawyers in South Carolina to gain appellate experience while making a truly meaningful contribution to the criminal justice system.  Several people involved in planning this project commented on it:

· Robert M. Dudek, Chief Appellate Defender: "This project will greatly assist us in relieving the heavy caseload we face, while ensuring that indigent clients will continue to have high quality legal representation on appeal."
· Chief Judge Few: "We greatly appreciate each lawyer who participates in the 'Appellate Practice Project.'  Each of these lawyers is demonstrating a sincere dedication to the administration of justice, and to the advancement of their careers."  
· C. Rauch Wise, a veteran trial lawyer and accomplished appellate advocate who has obtained three reversals of criminal convictions in 2013 alone, and a speaker at the CLE: "I wish someone had asked me to do this 30 years ago.  You cannot pay for the experience lawyers will get from this program."  
· Chief Justice Toal: "The '2013 Appellate Practice Project' will be a critical step in our fulfilling the legal system's responsibility to administer justice promptly and effectively.  Lawyers who choose to participate in this program will make a significant contribution to their profession and, in the process, gain invaluable experience."  

To qualify for participation in this program, participants must:

· Be practicing members of the Bar in good standing who have complied with the requirements of Rule 403, SCACR
· Attend the appellate practice CLE which is set for October 24, 2013
· Commit to filing the Appellant's initial brief and designation of matter by December 2, 2013, and to comply with other deadlines in the Appellate Court Rules. The court will allow reasonable extensions

To apply for participation in the program, sign up for the appellate practice CLE through the South Carolina Bar, CLE division.  There should be a live link on the South Carolina Bar CLE division web page (www.scbar.org/CLE.aspx) by Wednesday, August 14. 
